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o i e Acrylic on ninety 400 x 18mm timber sections
' 3 320 x 200cm overall and 60 x 160cm overall

Building views Peter Mac is one of the world’s leading cancer
research, education and treatment centres
globally and is Australia’s only public hospital
solely dedicated to caring for people affected by
cancer. It has over 2,500 staff, including more
than 580 laboratory and clinical researchers, all
focused on providing better treatments, better
care and potential cures for cancer.

Spiritual Care at Peter Mac is a way for patients,
families, friends and staff to reflect on and
explore life issues which are affected by cancer.

The Reflection Space is open 24 hours a day and
provides a quiet space for reflection, personal
prayer, meditation and sanctuary for people of all
faiths and those with no religious affiliation.

Intersection 1 and 2 were developed in
consultation with the hospital’s art curator and
the Spiritual Care Team to provide a focus for the
wide variety of Reflection Space users.

Intersection 1 (right) and 2.
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There is a long tradition involving the use of
geometry to generate religious artworks. The
mandala in the Buddhist tradition and cathedral
windows in the Christian tradition are good
examples, with geometry and pattern also widely
used in Aboriginal and Islamic art.

Although this geometric approach to making
artworks might appear rational the structure
allows for an extra-rational engagement, much in
the same way that prayer connects pattern,
repetition and experience. In this sense art is a
verb that elicits an experience based on an
imaginative relationship to space.

The Reflection Space artworks evoke a sense of
space through the interaction of regular
patterned elements with the curve of the wall and
the overall form of the room. The protruding
elements have a coloured pattern of small
squares that create a dynamic and a sense of
space on a plane in front of the wall.

The colours on the central elements and the
colour/form on the wall evoke a landscape and
engages the viewer’s imagination with a space
that is both close and immense. The sides of
some of these central protruding elements are
also painted so that the reflected colour is seen
on the wall, creating a dynamic in the low light
relative to the viewer’s position in the room.

The use of spatial imagination creates a reflective
contemporary work that reveals depth through
contemplation and evokes a feeling for time.

Artwork details
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